
Verb Structure in Indonesian

I. Introduction

One of the major prob lems in studying
Indonesian as a foreign lang uag e is

mastering the verb structure. This is due
to the complexity of its aff ixation. A good
and w ell-fo rmed verb w ill ensure a good,
for mal, and acceptable sentence; on the
cont rary, a lack of affixe where it should
be, will g ive a non-gramm atical sentence.

Indonesian verbs have two struc­
tures: simple and derived verbs.

11. Simple Verbs

example:
(1). Ilia akan0a!aDll p,",ul l0.00.

ShBlhe"";lI~ at 10.00'
others: ild.a (be'be present, there ist

are), row (take bath) m
(go). 1iOJH (sleep). etc,

note : addiOOn of affixeswill e'.die
char'lges of mear'ling anasintac­

foal possibilities
(2). ..boobangun terlambat

...bno~ late'

- >..DnomembaOl~unkan (wakes.c.up)
adiknya p,",ul05.00

(3). S amet~ dengan Pardi
Slamet~with Pardi '
- ::rSlamet mendatangkan (had s. o.

brought in) dcl<ter.
- >$lamet men<lataogj ('o1sttj Pardi

(see fut1herannex 2!)

III. Derived Verbs

A. Intrans;rwe

1. 6Efr. means:
1.1 'mempunyai' (to have):

Hllmtlnivra 1/1/1 996

(4) Tari berdta<ila menjadi dokter.
'Ian has ideal 10 become a doci:Ir'
others:~ (<ooQ. _ (..te).

berteinsinan (desire), etc.
1.2 m enggunakan' (to use;'
(5) lini~peda ke sekolah

'lini uses abic;ycle i> go10 scbcol'
'lini goes1:1 scbcol by bicycle'
others : bersepatu (sroes), berperahu

(boat).
exception:"b.e.rPiS (bus), *berandonQ,

"berbecak.

1.3 'menghasilkan ' (to produce;'
(6) Ayamsaya _ banyak.

'My nen produced many eggs'
others : berbunyj (sauro), bed<eringat

(SNeat).

1.4 'himpunan' (coilecUon,.
(7) Merekapergi~, bertiga berempat

'Theywent~ :lblH, km'
1.5 renexive;
(8) Kami b.rJj~uog eli bawah polDn.

We t:ds shetteruroer 8 tree'

1.6 'melakukan peketjaan' (to do s.t,.
(91 An",-",,,, _1x>1e.

'The cJ1ldren are playing ball'

Notes :

a. Some verbs might have a double inter­
pretation:
(10)WarnaitubmI.rli!k ima.

'The woman has 5 cti ldren'
WaMa itu~di rumah sakit,
The woman bore 8 cti ldin theros~al'

b. Assimilation of :r.: in be1=:
• ajar -> la~ (Ieam) bahasa Indonesia

-when thefirst syllableof the lOOt has alecM(,
ex. : pel'9 ._> Ilepergian. rot ' berpergian
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