September 17th, 2021

Dear Dr. Miftahul Ilmi,

I am pleased to submit our manuscript entitled “Utilization of coffee pulp waste composted with celulolytic actinomycetes to enhance chili plant growth” by Umi Fatmawati, Dewi Puspita Sari, Meti Indrowati, Slamet Santosa, Sri Martina Wiraswati, Harlita  for consideration as a Journal of Tropical Biodiversity and Biotechnology research article. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this manuscript, we show that the coffee pulp composted with the cellulolytic actinomycetes showed the highest organic N, P, K, and C content compared to other treatments. The nitrogen content  was 25 mg / kg, P was 7.05 mg / kg, K was 33 mg / kg, organic C was 438.65 mg / kg and C/N ratio was 17.54. In the greenhouse assay, it resulted that the coffee pulp composted with cellulolytic actinomycetes starter can enhance the growth of chili plant showed by the number of leaves increased 100% and 25% on plant biomass. This finding indicate that coffee pulp composted with the cellulolytic actinomycetes has the potential to be used as biological fertilizer.

We believe that our paper is appropriate for publication by Journal of Tropical Biodiversity and Biotechnology because is  related to the journal’s aims & scope.  Our manuscript creates a for future studies utilization of tropical actinomycetes as biostimulant for plant growth.

This manuscript has not been published before and is not being considered for publication elsewhere. We have no conflicts of interest to disclose.  If you feel that the manuscript is appropriate for your journal, we suggest the following reviewers:

1. Dr Alina Akhdiya, M.Si (ICABIOGRRD, Research & Development Institute, Ministry of Agriculture Indonesia)
e-mail : alinakhdiya@pertanian.go.id

2. Prof. Dr Andi Khaeruni M.Si (Halu Oleo University-Kendari Sulawesi Tenggara)
E-mail : andikhaeruni.uho@gmail.com

3. Seweta Srivastava (Lovely Professional University, Phagwara, India)
(shalu.bhu2008@gmail.com) 
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