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EDITORIAL 

Starting from this volume, we provide one section for book review to introduce an interesting new book 

to our readers. We tried our best to choose a book that fits the focus and scope of JLA and presents the 

current issues in the field of applied linguistics and second/foreign language learning and teaching.  

This edition is headed off with a study by Merla, analyzing the application of group work method in 

improving speaking skills of English learners. The second article by Ummul Hasanah and Mery 

Kharismawati, looking at the effect of Korean pop culture in learning Korean language, focusing on 

learners with blended learning style. The third one by Saidatun Nishfullayli and Wahyu Handayani 

Setyaningsih analyzes some mistakes in Japanese translation using conjunctor ~te in Japanese 

compound sentences. The fourth article by Lispridona Diner, also analyzing mistakes in Japanese 

writing which is affected by the speaker’s first language. The next article by Lufi Wahidati and Dinar 

Rahmawati, describing learners’ perception of difficulties in taking Japanese Language Proficiency Test 

(JLPT). The last one is a special section for book review. The book introduced by Fatmawati Djafri in 

this edition presents a current issue of international students’ policy in Japan and several Asian countries 

in relation to Japanese language education. The topics of this edition focus on the practices of applied 

linguistics the field of Japanese, Korean, and English learning.  

As Editor-in-Chief of this journal, I would like to express deepest gratitude to the members of editorial 

board, reviewers, and authors for their hard work and commitment. We hope that this journal will make 

a significant contribution to the research development in applied linguistics field in Indonesia. 
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