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Indonesia has committed to the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP), and one of the commit-
ments includes its efforts to enhance South-South Cooperation (SSC). Within those SSC sectors, one
of the most promising sectors is the Climate change aspects such as Agriculture, disaster risk reduction,
renewable energy and energy efficiency, forestry, transport, water resources, and waste management. No-
tably, countries are increasingly recognizing the utility of SSC as a strategic tool for addressing climate
change and achieving their National Determined Contributions (NDCs). This paper employs qualitative
research methods, drawing insights from existing literature and data, to analyse Indonesia’s SSC efforts
as part of its AOIP commitment. The study sheds light on Indonesia’s endeavours to provide SSC within
the Indo-Pacific region, considering the political, economic, and strategic benefits of assisting countries
in this area. Additionally, it underscores the significance of technological exchange, particularly with
countries sharing similar geo-climatic, cultural, and socio-economic conditions, in fostering effective co-
operation, particularly within the Climate Change agenda. The study proposes a potential framework for
cooperation by aligning each host countries specific needs with an analysis of their NDCs, complemented
by the expertise of contributing nations.
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Introduction

South-South Cooperation (SSC) is
a collaborative learning model for sharing
innovative and cost-effective solutions in
addressing diverse development challenges,
such as poverty, education, climate change,
and post-conflict reconstruction. It signifies a
partnership among Southern countries, mov-
ing beyond traditional aid recipient roles.
This collaboration also involves traditional

donors participating in Triangular Cooper-

ation (TrC), commonly called South-South
Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) for increased
efficiency (UN Secretary, 2012). With the
global focus on climate change, many devel-
oping countries, disproportionately impacted
by its effects, are joining in to implement this
agenda. However, these countries need help
in implementation due to limited capacities
in finance, knowledge, skills, technology,
and institutional structures. By joining forc-
es, those Countries with similar backgrounds
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could combine resources and expertise to
adapt to climate change consequences and
explore sustainable energy alternatives more
effectively. With the growing global empha-
sis on climate change, South-South Coopera-
tion has emerged as a crucial tool in address-
ing these challenges. Targeting promising
sectors in agriculture, disaster risk reduction,
renewable energy and energy efficiency, for-
estry, transport, water resources, and waste
management (UNOSSC, 2023).

Climate change mitigation involves
deliberate efforts to curtail the emission of
greenhouse gases, aiming to prevent a dras-
tic rise in global temperatures. This includes
adopting cleaner energy sources and sustain-
able practices. Climate change adaptation
focuses on adjusting behaviors and systems
to shield communities and ecosystems from
the unavoidable impacts of climate change.
It involves building resilience through strat-
egies like climate-resilient infrastructure and
improved agricultural practices. The synergy
between mitigation and adaptation is crucial.
By actively reducing emissions, we enhance
our ability to adapt to ongoing changes, fos-
tering a more sustainable and resilient future
(WWE, n.d.).

The Indo-Pacific,
thirds of the world’s oceans, faces signifi-

spanning two-

cant climate change impacts. South Asia
deals with glacier melting, and the Pacific
Islands cope with rising sea levels. Despite
economic growth, development challenges
persist. These challenges intertwine and in-
tensify security concerns, biodiversity loss,
and climate issues. Indonesia is dedicated
to advancing the Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs) through collaboration with
partners across the Indo-Pacific region, ex-
emplified by its commitment to the ASEAN
Outlook in the Indo-Pacific (AOIP). Some
Indo-Pacific region countries are among the
most susceptible to climate change risks due
to their reliance on natural resources, agri-
culture, densely populated coastal areas, and
weak institutions. Among those vulnerable
countries within the Indo-Pacific, a large
amount is located within the many island
nations of the Pacific Ocean (Bower Group
Asia, 2023). Underlining Indonesia’s com-
mitment to AOIP, one of the commitments
includes its efforts to enhance SSC and, in
this case, a highly sought sector within the
climate change agenda (AOIP, 2019).

A recent performance report by the
Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs sug-
gests that the implementation of SSC by the
Indonesian government needs to be evaluat-
ed to ensure complementarity with Indone-
sia’s grants to foreign governments or institu-
tions. Recognizing this issue, the paper aims
to examine the country’s current strategies,
partnerships, and potential in addressing the
pressing challenges posed by climate change
within the context of SSC. This paper ex-
clusively focuses on the analysis of SSC ad-
ministered by Indonesia from 2017 to 2022.
The chosen timeframe aligns with the peri-
od following Indonesia’s submission of its
first Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDC) in 2016, which is within the timeline
of Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo’s term
in office. By doing so, the study aims to pro-
vide a comprehensive understanding of the
nation’s role and contributions in the global
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effort towards climate resilience, especially in
this context towards the Indo-Pacific Region.
This paper also provides an overview of the
historical development and current state of
Indonesia’s South-South cooperation on
mitigating and adapting to climate change,
which is commonly referred to as and, from
this point on, will be called Climate Change
South-South Cooperation (CCSSC).

Theoretical Framework

As presented by Joseph S. Nye, soft
power diplomacy is a theoretical framework
that emphasizes the ability to shape and
influence others through attraction and co-
operation rather than coercion. Soft power
diplomacy offers an alternative approach
to achieving goals, often called “the second
face of power.” This concept involves dip-
lomatic abilities to guide national interests
toward other countries through non-coer-
cive cooperation indirectly. SSC is integral
to fortifying Indonesia’s soft power in every
conflict resolution. Currently, international
relations actors recognize that using hard
power as a form of unilateralism only some-
times resolves issues. In practical terms, the
SSC exemplifies Indonesia’s commitment to
employing soft power strategies in its foreign
policy, highlighting the importance of col-
laboration and shared goals in international
relations (Nye, 2004).

This paper embraces institutional lib-
eralism theory, a perspective rooted in the
broader framework of liberalism in interna-
tional relations. Institutional liberalism em-
phasizes the vital role of cooperative arrange-

ments among nations, positing that enduring

peace and cooperation can be achieved by
establishing and strengthening international
institutions. One of the key proponents of
this theory is Immanuel Kant, an influential
Enlightenment-era philosopher. Kant’s ideas,
notably articulated in “Perpetual Peace,” lay
the groundwork for understanding how in-
ternational institutions, by fostering shared
norms and regimes, can contribute to a more
harmonious world order. In the context of
this paper, institutional liberalism theory
serves as a guiding framework to underscore
the significance of international organiza-
tions and coalitions in collaboratively ad-
dressing shared global challenges (Johnson
et al.,, 2018). Recognizing the cooperative
potential embedded in institutions and alli-
ances, the paper seeks to amplify the impor-
tance of multilateral efforts in tackling issues
This
approach aligns with the core principles of

that transcend national boundaries.

institutional liberalism, emphasizing the role
of shared norms, rules, and organizations in
shaping a more cooperative and stable inter-
national system. Ultimately, by drawing on
the insights of institutional liberalism, the
paper aims to contribute to a nuanced un-
derstanding of the cooperative mechanisms
essential for addressing contemporary global

issues, in this case, climate change.

Indonesia and the Indo-Pacific

The Indo-Pacific region is a geopoliti-
cal concept that refers to the vast area encom-
passing the Indian Ocean, and the western
and central Pacific Ocean. This region has
gained significant attention in global geopol-
itics due to its economic, strategic, and po-
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litical significance. The term emphasizes the
increasing interconnectedness and interde-
pendence of the Indian and Pacific Oceans,
recognizing the mutual interests and interac-
tions of the countries within this expansive
area. The countries within the Indo-Pacific
region vary, and the list may differ slightly
based on different perspectives.

Table 1: List of the Indo-Pacific comprises

40 countries and economies

The Indo-Pacific Member Countries

1 Australia 14 | Myanmar

2 Bangladesh 15 | Nepal

3 Bhutan 16 | New Zealand
The Pacific Island

4 Brunei 17 Countries (14 mem-
ber countries)*

5 Cambodia 18 Pakistan

6 | ples Repubiicor | 19 | Peopies Republicof

Korea (DPRK)

7 India 20 | The Philippines

8 Indonesia 21 Eeopébhc of Korea

9 Japan 22 Singapore

10 | Laos 23 Sri Lanka

11 | Malaysia 24 | Taiwan

12 | Maldives 25 Thailand

13 | Mongolia 26 | Timor Leste

*Pacific Island member countries include Fiji,
Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated
States of), Nauru,

Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Cook Islands,
Niue

Source: Government of Canada (2022)

Active participation by Indo-Pacific na-
tions is vital for effectively addressing global
challenges. Progress in addressing climate
change and safeguarding biodiversity neces-
sitates the involvement of Indo-Pacific coun-
tries, which are recognized for having some
of the highest and rapidly escalating green-
house gas emissions worldwide, responsible
for over 50% of the world’s carbon dioxide
emissions. While Indonesia is also investing
in reducing its emissions, the international
community argues that the Indo-Pacific must
collaborate to go up against this Climate
Change issue (International Military Coun-
cil on Climate and Security, 2020).

The Pacific region remains relatively
uncharted territory for Indonesia. Historical-
ly, Indonesia’s involvement in the area in the
mid-1980s primarily revolved around stra-
tegic interests aimed at minimizing region-
al support for independence movements in
East Timor (before 2002) and Papua. There
has also been tension between Indonesia
and other Indo-Pacific countries, which has
presented itself as an obstacle to Indonesia
and several Pacific Island bilateral relations
(Wangge, H, 2023).

At an annual press conference, In-
donesian Minister of Foreign Affairs Retno
Marsudi emphasized Indonesia’s perspective
on the Indo-Pacific. She articulated Indone-
sia’s commitment to fostering substantive co-
operation in the Indo-Pacific region through
the recently adopted ASEAN Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific (AOIP). The minister un-
derscored that the Indo-Pacific should be
viewed from a security standpoint and recog-

nized for its significant economic potential.
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Due to shared challenges with Pacific na-
tions, especially climate change, sea level rise
has become an existential threat for coastal
countries such as Indonesia and most Pacif-
ic Island countries. Knowledge sharing and
practical cooperation on projects to tackle
these threats should become key priorities
alongside economic and infrastructure coop-
eration (Darmawan, A, 2022).

However, Indonesia has acknowl-
edged the crucial role Pacific Islands Coun-
tries have as a partner, and in recent years,
there has been a shift in Indonesia’s focus to-
ward the Pacific, with efforts to enhance its
presence through channels like development
aid, financial grants, technical assistance,
high-level visits, and other significant efforts.
Although these efforts are seen as a positive
development, their effectiveness and contri-
butions still need to catch up in comparison
to other newcomers in the region, like India
and South Korea, who exhibit a strong com-
mitment to actively engage with the region.
Indonesia’s high-level diplomatic engage-
ment is currently limited to ministerial meet-
ings (Wangge, H, 2023).

Table 2: Indonesia’s grant provision to
Countries within the Indo-Pacific Re-
gion 2014 to 2022

Year | lypes of Assistance

Country

Project Name

2017 | Financial Assistancs

Melanesian Spearhead

Grant o supzar MEG operations

Coremp (MSG)*
2017 | Minapcial Assistance | g rant b Cne Crovernment of Ly
. bmanstarian . (drant b ne E_r:!v:m:n:m of
2018 amsistanie Papua New Guinea Papuz Mew Guinza [Emerpency
- Eespense o Earthgualke Dizaster)

R el ont Fii Cieant i 7 Cowernment of Fiji

Assistance v i1Hand Tractous)
e Inbrastrmerore . Financing tor the Development of
119 Luval :
b DCreveloprnznt vl a Confervnes Hall

AT Development of Putsal Field and
2019 Dev=]oprr;:r-n Sclomon [slands Spors Stadium for the South

Tacific Grmes 2073

Humanrraran
2019 | assistance ¢ Fiji
Education Assismnoe

Hrhab tation of (hoezn Victonz
Schoo] Flase |

Medival Supzlies Assislanc: in
Fij: Response po the COVID- 19

Tandrmic

humanilarian
assistance

Humaniraran
2020 | assistance £ Fiji
Education Assismnoe

Hehab tation of (hee=n Victona
Svhocl o Phase 2

L 2di olies M 2i
‘humanitzrian Mazdical Supzlies Mssistance in

b} JR—— Srlamon Talands TFrespense fo the COVITR-19

h : Fandemuc

hsranilaio Medival Supzlies Assislanc: in
2021 - Papua Mew Guinea Response po the COVID- 19

° | assistance ;
TPandrmic

Multi Rencficiary ernntett Taserngrr Assrasment Workshop
(Papua MNew Gumea, dan tor Asias Pacihic Customs
Fiji} Administralive OToers

202 | capacety bolding

Tre rencvation of the VIP building
at Port Vila Airoort, which was
damaged due to Cycones Judy
amed Eewin

tmmanitarian
assistance

Mielancsian Spearhcad

anxe
Lrroup (Vanuatz)

*The Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) is an
intergovernmental organization comprising inter
alia Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands,
and Vanuatu. Indonesia was recognized as an as-
sociate member in June 2015.

** Multi-beneficiary country, comprised of several
countries, including Pacific island countries such
as Papua New Guinea and Fiji.

Source: Lembaga Dana Kerja Sama Pembangu-
nan International (Indonesian AID) grant provi-
sion report 2014-2022, compiled by Author

From President Joko Widodo’s time in office
between 2014 to 2022, Indonesia has contrib-
uted to 13 assistance projects beginning since
2017, administered through the Indonesian
aid programs focused on the Pacific island
countries. Mostly within the humanitarian
assistance and financial assistance. With a
Melanesian population of approximately 13
million, Indonesia was accepted as an Asso-
ciate Member (AM) during the 20th MSG
Leaders’ Summit held in Honiara, Solomon
Islands, in June 2015 (Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, 2022).
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Compelling national interests in secu-
rity also drove this obvious focus on the Pa-
cific Island countries. The imperative under-
scores this priority to address and mitigate
regional instability, notably concerning the
longstanding issue of Papuan separatism.
These SSC activities act as a soft diplomacy
approach towards the Pacific island coun-
tries with the same Melanesian identities.
Through providing foreign aid, the Indone-
sian government aims to use soft power di-
plomacy to gradually improve Indonesia’s
image (Rahmadani, 2022).

1. The History and Concept of South-

1974: Formal Recognition by the 1978: Buenos Aires Plan of
UN: Action (BAPA):

« Adopted during the first
UN Conference on TCDC.

« Emphasis on economic

« Establishment of a special unit for
Technical Cooperation among
Developing Countries (TCDC).

cooperation through

technology transfer and
knowledge-sharing.

New Development Institutions
(Post-2008):

2015: Adoption of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development:

« Establishment of the New

Development Bank and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank.

« Alternative avenues for

development funding and
cooperation,

« Recognition of South-South

Cooperation alongside official
development assistance (ODA).

« Crucial for achieving Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs).

« Key approach in international

development cooperation

South Policy

Table 3: Timeline and Milestone of SSC

1955: Origin of South-South
Cooperation (SSC):

1955-1974: Initial Objectives and

Establishing Foundations:

» Bandung Conference where Asian
and Alrican nations sought
independence and mutual
cooperation

« Focus on economic-cultural

collaboration without colonial
powers

« Objective: Economic

development and political
independence.

« Emphasis on technical

assistance, knowledge exchange,
and institutes establishment.

« Formation of key international

organizations (UN, World Bank,
IMF).

2000: Shift Towards Poverty
Reduction:

Post-2008: Emergence of New

Actors and Donors:

« Aligned with the UN
Millennium Declaration.

« Gradual shift towards poverty
reduction.

« Response to the global economic

Cnsis,

« Middle-income countries sharing

technology and knowledge.

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) (2021)

In short, as per the operational guidelines
outlined in the United Nations Develop-
ment Program (UNDP) regarding support
for South-South and Triangular Coopera-
tion, South-South Cooperation is defined as
a collaborative process where two or more
developing countries pursue their respective
or joint national capacity development goals
through the exchange of knowledge, skills,
resources, and technical expertise. This in-
volves regional and interregional collective
actions, including partnerships encompass-
ing governments, regional organizations, civ-
il society, academia, and the private sector.
The aim is to derive individual and mutual
benefits within and across regions. It is es-
sential to note that South-South Cooperation
is intended to complement, rather than sub-
stitute, North-South cooperation. Alongside
that, in the realm of development coopera-
tion, South-South Cooperation is anticipated
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to serve as a valuable approach, functioning
as one of the tools to restore conditions and
contribute to accomplishing the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) for 2030, em-
phasizing the principle of building back bet-
ter (UN/SSC/19/3, 2016).

Unfortunately, the implementation of SSC
still faces challenges, such as:

a. Outside influences. SSC risks mir-
roring the issues of traditional co-
operation; the current geopolitical
landscape raises concerns about SSC
being influenced by powerful nations,
jeopardizing its uniqueness and po-
tential benefits for developing coun-
tries (The Reality of Aid Network,
2023).

b. Transparency and accountability in
SSC spaces. Ensuring transparency
and accountability in SSC projects is
challenging due to scattered activities
and a need for an overarching insti-
tutional structure. Efforts like Total
Official Support for Sustainable De-
velopment (TOSSD), an initiative by
OECD, aim to track and collect data
on the project flow, but challenges
persist within these spaces (TOSSD
Secretariat, 2022).

c. Civil society engagement in SSC
is limited, with insufficient consul-
tation on ground-level project im-
plementation. Challenges include a
lack of trust, inadequate information
systems, and SSC’s state-centric ap-

proach (Moilwa, 2015).

d. Lack of clear analysis and mea-
surement. Creating comprehensive
implementation reports for SSC is
challenging due to the need for ro-
bust information management sys-
tems among many Southern provid-
ers. Making a targeted program that
truly addresses development needs
in the Global South (CPDE Working
Group on South-South Cooperation,
2019).

To enhance the efficacy of SSC projects,
transparency should be ensured throughout
the entire process, and a thorough project
review should be made feasible. This review
enables the administering countries to refine
their projects with a more targeted approach,
ultimately improving outcomes. Additional-
ly, transparency facilitates assessing poten-
tial opportunities for broader collaborations

among participating countries.

Figure 1: Percentages of South-South Co-
operation Resources Allocated by Sustain-
able Development Goals 2019 to 2021

resources allocated by Sustainable Development Goals

Source: Total Official Support for Sustainable De-
velopment Data Visualization Tool (2021)
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This report draws insights from over 4,500
SSC activities. The highest project alloca-
tion is aligned with SDG goal number 13,
focusing on combating climate change and
its impacts, followed by goal number 15,
which emphasizes ecosystem protection, res-
toration, and enhancement. Conversely, the
lowest allocations are observed in SDGs goal
number 3 for good health and well-being and
goal number 16 for peace, justice, and stron-
ger institutions. It is worth noting that many
projects could not be specifically categorized
under a particular SDG goal due to report

inconsistencies.

2. Indonesia South-to-South Policy

To bolster its standing and impact in
global alliances, Indonesia strategically po-
sitions itself as a significant participant in
SSTC (South-South and Triangular Cooper-
ation). This stance is underpinned by three
primary factors: historical, political, and
economic contexts. For over forty years, In-
donesia has been actively engaging in SSTC
to support the development of other nations,
aiming to establish a global order based on
freedom, lasting peace, and social justice.
Since the 1955 Asian-African Conference,
Indonesia has actively participated in inter-
national cooperation, notably contributing
to the Bandung Communiqué. This Commu-
niqué categorized the South as developing
and the North as developed, fostering collab-
oration among Southern nations. Positioned
as a middle-income nation and an emerg-
ing economy alongside Brazil, Mexico, and
Thailand, Indonesia plays a dual role as a re-

cipient of aid from traditional donors and a
provider of foreign assistance to other devel-
oping nations. (National Coordination Team
of South-South Cooperation, 2014) In align-
ment with global initiatives such as the Paris
Declaration for Aid Effectiveness, the Accra
Agenda for Action, and the Busan Partner-
ship for Effective Development Cooperation,
Indonesia strives to enhance the quality and
effectiveness of its foreign aid policies.

The increasing demand for Indone-
sia’s foreign assistance has prompted ongoing
improvements in its operations and develop-
ment efforts. Over the past two decades, In-
donesia has made substantial contributions
through over 1,000 programs involving over
13,000 participants. (Foreign Policy Strategy
Agency of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Indonesia, 2022).

The Indonesian government’s target
areas encompass Asia, the Pacific, Africa,
the Middle East, South America, the Carib-
bean, Eastern Europe, and Central Europe.
The SSC projects encompass a wide range
of activities; according to the Center for
Policy Analysis and Development for Mul-
tilateral Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Indonesia, these include training
programs, knowledge transfer initiatives, in-
ternships, expert exchanges, infrastructure
development, agriculture, maritime fisheries,
energy, democracy promotion, good gover-
nance, disaster risk management, and the
empowerment of women (Rahmanto, 2021).
To support those activities, the Indonesian
government so far has established several ef-
forts to strengthen SSC Implementation in
Indonesia according to the Directorate of
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International Development Cooperation of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Indonesia
(Faizasyah, T, 2021), those efforts include :

institu-

tions for international development

1. Strengthening cornerstone

cooperation.
The role of multi-stakeholders.

3. Increase promotion and profiling of
South-South Policy in Indonesia.

4. Improving the mechanism for imple-
menting aid programs.

5. Expansion of the public-private part-
nership network.

6. Utilization of IT and database im-

provement.

Through the efforts undertaken by
the Indonesian government to strengthen the
South-South Cooperation (SSC) agenda, sev-
eral crucial elements have been identified as
instrumental for the smooth progression of
SSC projects. Profiling Indonesia on interna-
tional and domestic fronts is highly import-
ant, showcasing the nation’s commitment
to fostering well-being. Technological ad-
vancements and IT progress are also consid-
ered pivotal for the Indonesian government,
recognizing that disparities in technological
capabilities can impact all sectors. Indonesia
aims to bridge the gap and maximize its tech-
nological proficiency, understanding that a
country’s technological lag could significant-
ly affect opportunities to eradicate poverty.

The Indonesian government actively
pursues the expansion of public-private part-
nerships, acknowledging potential limitations
in governmental capacity. In this context,

the involvement of private sector companies
becomes paramount for implementing and
developing the SSC agenda. For instance,
companies allocating Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) funds can collaborate to
uplift other developing nations, contributing
to the realization of shared goals (Fakultas
Ilmu Sosial Dan Ilmu Politik — Universitas
Indonesia, 2021).

According to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, which had a pivotal role in imple-
menting these agendas, the implementation
of SSC was also faced with obstacles. Pri-
oritization of infrastructure development in
Indonesia was briefly diverted several years
ago due to the urgent demands posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Consequently, the
country momentarily shifted its focus within
the SSC, particularly emphasizing the health
and disaster management pillar, and it had to
allocate its attention to domestic demands.

Another significant challenge during
this period was the need for more awareness
among individuals, institutions, and key
stakeholders. Many questioned the necessity
of extending assistance to other developing
nations, given Indonesia’s ongoing devel-
opment challenges and its pressing issues.
However, it is crucial to recognize that aiding
other developing countries aligns with Indo-
nesia’s constitutional mandate and is a cause
worth championing. This commitment is in-
grained in the essence of SSC, with Indone-
sia playing a pivotal role in its establishment.
As a key contributor to the creation of the
SSC, Indonesia should be the forerunner in
putting the SSC agenda forward.
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To facilitate and oversee the design,
execution, and assessment of SSTC initia-
tives, the Indonesian government formed
the National Coordination Team of SSTC
(NCT of SSTC) in 2010. This entity compris-
es four key Ministries: the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, the Ministry of National Devel-
opment Planning, the Ministry of Finance,
and the Ministry of State Secretariat. Up to
this point, Indonesia’s SSTC endeavors have
primarily involved extending aid in various
forms, such as project assistance, provision
of equipment, internship programs, hosting
seminars and workshops, facilitating study
visits, offering training sessions, and deploy-
ing experts to assist and foster growth in
developing nations (National Coordination
Team of South-South Cooperation, 2016).

Indonesia is actively fulfilling its com-
mitment to bolster hands-on diplomacy and
address growing requests for aid from devel-
oping countries. This led to the establishment
of the International Development Coopera-
tion Fund Institute (LDKPI). In the begin-
ning, Indonesia played a prominent role in
global development partnerships, as seen in
initiatives like the Asian-African Conference
(AAC) and involvement in the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM), actively supporting the
advancement of developing nations. Addi-
tionally, in line with its constitution, Indone-
sia 1s dedicated to maintaining an engaged
and equitable foreign policy to contribute to
a global order grounded in principles of free-
dom, enduring peace, and social justice.

Table 4: SSC Mechanism in Indonesia

Actor Issues Location Time Commitment | Implementati | Funding
(Who) (What) (Where) (When) (Why) on (How)
1. Recipient |I. Leading 1.Centers of | 1. Duration |1. Bilateral 1. Experts 1. LDKPI*
Country Sectors Excellence | 2. Period/Si (2. Regional | 2. Activity  |2.DIPA/KL
2. Impleme (2. Formof | 2..Strategic ngle/Mul (3. Multilater Materials | **
nting Assistance Location, ti years) al 3. Translator |3.Developm
Agency Cooperat Center of 4. Coordinar | ent

Partners
and Other
Funding
Sources

3. Develop ion Community or and
ment Program Activities Consultati
Parters on

*LDKPI: Lembaga Dana Kerja Sama Pemban-
gunan Internasional / International Development
Cooperation Fund (IDCF), commonly called the
Agency for International Development Coopera-
tion Fund.
**DIPA: Daftar Isian Pelaksana Anggaran /
Budget Implementation List
Source: Center for the Study of Multilateral Pol-
icy Implementation, Agency for Foreign Affairs
Research and Development (BPPK) of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of Indonesia (2021)

The planning phase of the South-
South Cooperation (SSC) program begins
with prioritizing and mapping the recipient
countries and formulating program doc-
uments such as the Country Partnership
Strategy and Regional Partnership Strategy.
Indonesia identifies the key stakeholders,
recipient countries, implementing agencies,
and potential partners in this stage. The de-
termination of themes is guided by the con-
cept of being demand-driven, focusing on
requests for assistance from the recipients.
However, these demands undergo re-eval-
uation and analysis to prioritize programs
based on Indonesia’s capacities and strategic
sector mapping.

SSC is also viewed as a diplomatic
tool, with programs often initiated by the In-
donesian government based on its role and

interests of Indonesia in the international
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arena. This influence affects the choice of
bilateral, regional, or multilateral coopera-
tion. Funding for SSC programs is sourced
from LDKPI and DIPA of ministries and
institutions, often leveraging support from
development partners invested in Indonesia’s
development. Indonesia frequently receives
collaboration from organizations such as the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), the Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA), the German Corpora-
tion for International Cooperation (GIZ),
the Asian Development Bank (ADB), and
other strategic partners.

Table 5: Indonesia’s Significant Increase in

their RPJMN Funding
[ *RPIMN international develop peration Total funding for
Period activities focusing on SSTC international
development cooperation
activities, including
SSTC (Rp billion)
2010~2014 Strengthen coordination within the N/A
institutional framework
2015~2019 Increased Indonesian Leadership and 112
contribution to South-South Cooperation
2020~2024 Optimizing international development 190
cooperation to encourage quality
economic growth

*RPJMN (Rencana Pembangunan Jangka Me-
nengah Nasional), or Indonesia’s periodical Na-
tional Medium Development Plan, details na-
tional development strategies, policies, and key
projects, including a macroeconomic framework
and covers intra- and inter-ministerial programs,
regional initiatives, and funding structures for 5
(five) years

Source: Indonesia’s periodical National Medi-
um-Term Development Plan 2020-2024, com-
piled by Author

Indonesia’s commitment to SSC is depicted
within the Asia-Africa Conference, G20, and
SDGs commitment and further implement-
ed in Indonesia’s periodical National Me-
dium-Term Development Plan (RPJMN).
Under RPJMN, Indonesia is committed to
optimizing foreign policy with four import-
ant aspects in mind, and within the second
clause, it was stated that the Indonesian gov-
ernment realized that their effort in handling
non-traditional markets in most South-South
countries has yet to be optimal. For this
reason, they deemed that Indonesia must
strengthen their international development
cooperation by optimizing South-South and
Triangular Cooperation to support trade and

investment.

Figure 2: Indonesia’s SSC Roadmap

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
2015-2019 2020-2025

2011-2014

Stronger Coordination within
Revitalised Institutional
Framework

New Emerging Partner in
Innovative South-South
Cooperation for Development

Stronger Partnership within
Innovative and Inclusive
South-South Cooperation

1.Improvement and
broadening of cooperation

2.Develop a new programme
aligned with the RPIM

L. Strengthening Indonesia’s
Framework SSTC as a new emerging.
2.Programme Development and partner in innovative
Funding development cooperation
3. Develop Information systems 2.Developed new program
and knowledge management aligned with the RPTMN 2014-
4. Develop Promotion and 2019
publication strategy 3.Strengthen Stakcholder
5. Develop a monitoring and
evaluation system

1.Strengthen Coordination

2020-2025

3.Improve non-government
institutions involvement

4. Evaluation of the second
involvement period

4.Evaluation of the first period

Source: UNDP Indonesia-Brief South-South and
Triangular Cooperation in Indonesia (2015)

Indonesia has established a comprehensive
framework that outlines the trajectory of its
work and implementation goals up to the
year 2050 within the context of South-South
Cooperation and Triangular Cooperation.
This framework reflects Indonesia’s commit-
ment to fostering collaboration with other
developing nations and leveraging partner-
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ships with more experienced countries or
intermediary organizations. The long-term
goals set for South-South and Triangular Co-
operation underscore Indonesia’s dedication
to building enduring partnerships, sharing
expertise, and collectively addressing global
challenges. This forward-looking approach
positions Indonesia as a proactive contribu-
tor to international development and cooper-

ation initiatives.

3. South-to-South Cooperation and
Climate Change

Another pressing domain where the
potential of South-South Cooperation needs
to be harnessed is in the pursuit of climate
action. Developing nations are dispropor-
tionately affected by the impacts of climate
change. Through South-South Cooperations,
countries are collaboratively leveraging re-
sources and expertise to enhance their col-
lective ability to adapt to the challenges (UN,
2023). Technologies originating in develop-
ing nations are often better suited and cost-ef-
fective for other developing countries due to
their alignment with similar climatic, cultur-
al, or socio-economic conditions. Therefore,
South-South Cooperation is becoming an
increasingly important international dimen-
sion in addressing climate change (IISD,
2018).

The United Nations has been in-
strumental in advancing South-South Co-
operation in addressing climate change’s
mitigation and adaptation aspects. With the
continuation of the Kyoto Protocol and the
Paris Agreement, countries have been trying
to find ways to contribute towards the Net

Zero or simply a greener state of the earth.
The Paris Agreement is a global treaty ad-
dressing climate change by limiting the rise
in global temperature. Each participating
country must create a National Determined
Contributions (NDC); according to the UN'’s
explanation, NDC is a country’s plan to re-
duce emissions and deal with climate change
effects. Parties to the Paris Agreement must
create and update their NDCs every five
years.

A case study from UNFCCC show-
cased diverse South-South Cooperation
(SSC) approaches for climate action. These
included sharing best practices through
field trips and workshops and implementing
low-emission infrastructure projects, varying
in scale from small to large. This study high-
lighted that in developing countries NDCs,
NDCs outlined their goals, strategies, and
actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
with some also including adaptation and eco-
nomic diversification plans. Many of these
countries prioritize adaptation actions due to
the adverse impacts of climate change. No-
tably, despite unique national circumstances,
these countries often share similar develop-
ment priorities related to climate action,
which align with the SDGs. Several Parties
emphasized the use of South-South, Trian-
gular, or Regional Cooperation as a means
of support for NDC implementation. This
includes addressing specific needs such as
financial assistance, capacity-building, and
technology development and transfer.

The NDCs highlight the need for finan-
cial, technical, and capacity-building support

in implementing climate action for develop-
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ing countries. Many of these countries, in-
cluding South-South Cooperation countries,
are increasingly interested in collaboration to
align with their NDCs. This cooperation may
focus on various areas such as sustainable en-
ergy, low-carbon agriculture, biofuels, forest
monitoring, restoration activities, and sus-
tainable transport. They refer to past projects
within these fields, such as projects aiming to
increase climate resilience in agriculture due
to developing countries being predominant-
ly economically agricultural, water security,
and transition to future mobilities commonly
seen within emerging projects. Strengthened
cooperation and alliances between nations
provide a valuable pathway for enhancing
the capacity to devise and execute collective
development strategies. Such strategies are
increasingly crucial in the current era of im-
plementing international treaties.

A good starting point for such coop-
eration could be the priority areas outlined
in the NDCs of these countries. Countries
could adjust the target of projects by the in-
tended enhancement of NDCs in each target
donor country. Based on the United Nations
Climate Change Secretariat (UNCCS) anal-
ysis, only some situations are spatial. Nev-
ertheless, an examination of NDCs reveals
that numerous developing nations face com-
parable requirements and limitations regard-
ing finance, capacity-building, and technol-
ogy for climate adaptation and mitigation.
Therefore, these two parts of mitigation and
adaptation are deemed crucial; those sides

include:

a. Mitigation

In many developing countries, NDCs
cover a range of greenhouse gases and align
with the main emission categories, including
energy, industrial processes, agriculture, for-
estry, and waste. The most prioritized sectors
with mitigation actions in these NDCs are
energy, transport, waste, land-use change,
forestry (LULUCEF), agriculture, industries,
and buildings, as illustrated in Figure 1. Sub-
sequent sections will focus on the top five pri-

oritized sectors.

Figure 3: Sectors in which developing
countries intend to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions as presented in NDCs

Sectors for mitigation actions referred to in
developing countries' INDCs
Energy I
Transport |
Waste I —
Land use, land-use change and... G
Agriculture  IEEG—_—
Industrial Processes and Product... I
—

Buildings

=)

50 100 150 200
m Number of Countries

Source: United Nations Executive Office of the
Secretary-General and the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (2017)

In response to growing energy needs,
developing countries, as noted by UNFCCC
research, emphasize the economic viability
and increasing demand for renewable energy
technologies. Governments aim to diversify
their renewable energy portfolios, including
solar, wind, biomass, hydro, geothermal,
and ocean energy, to ensure stability in the
supply chain and avoid energy crises. Con-
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currently, efforts focus on enhancing energy
efficiency across power generation, transmis-
sion, and distribution. Within their NDCs,
many countries prioritize land use, forestry,
and waste sector emissions reduction strat-
egies, promoting sustainable practices and
mitigating climate change impacts. Specific
actions, such as REDD-plus initiatives and
waste-to-energy projects, are outlined. Agri-
culture, vital yet vulnerable, sees a dual ap-
proach in NDCs, emphasizing adaptation
measures and improved farming practices
for efficiency and emissions reduction (IMF,
2022).

b. Adaptation

According to the UNFCCC, most coun-
tries have integrated adaptation components
into NDCs. Some nations highlighted adap-
tation as their primary focus, emphasizing its
integral connection to national development,
sustainability, and security. Considering their
national circumstances, developing countries
primarily identified concerns of flooding,
drought, higher temperatures, sea level rise,
and storms in their NDCs. These challenges
impact various sectors, with water, agricul-
ture, health, ecosystems, and infrastructure
consistently recognized as priority areas
for action. Most adaptation measures align
closely with overarching development objec-
tives, including poverty eradication, econom-
ic development, improved living standards,
environmental sustainability, security, and

human rights.

Figure 4: Sectors adaptation actions re-
ferred to in developing their countries IN-
DCs

Sectors adaptation actions referred to in developing
countries INDCs

woer
infrastructure |

0 50 100 150

m Number of Countries

Source: United Nations Executive Office of the
Secretary-General and the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (2017)

Adaptation strategies in agriculture,
as outlined by 108 developing countries in
their NDCs, vary based on agricultural sys-
tems, locations, and climate change scenari-
os. These nations emphasize the importance
of adapting agriculture to ensure food securi-
ty, improve farmers’ livelihoods, and enhance
environmental services. Planned actions in-
clude sustainable agriculture, improved land
management, enhanced irrigation systems,
and adopting climate-resilient crops and live-
stock breeds. Integrated pest management,
access to medicine and veterinary services,
and incorporating traditional knowledge are
also highlighted. Additionally, these coun-
tries prioritize infrastructure resilience as
a key adaptation measure, acknowledging
the vulnerability of infrastructure to climate
impacts. Strategies include risk assessments,
hazard maps, building codes, infrastruc-
ture protection measures, and contingency

plans, with some NDCs featuring insurance
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schemes to incentivize climate-proof con-

struction.

c. Previous SSC related to Climate
Change Efforts

Beyond direct South-South Cooperation
(§SC), various countries have collaborated
with multilateral organizations to advance
efforts in addressing climate change. China,
for instance, partnered with the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) to success-
fully implement a Climate Change South-
South Cooperation (CCSSC) initiative in
Mongolia. This project focused on enhanc-
ing farmers’ resilience to climate change by
introducing innovative technologies, includ-
ing solar-powered greenhouse cultivation.
Additionally, China has undertaken climate
change adaptation benefits projects in Ethio-
pia, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal,
and Sierra Leone (UNDP in China, n.d.).

4. Indonesia’s SSC related to Climate
Action Agenda

With a history of active participa-
tion in various global initiatives focused on
South-South Cooperation (SSC) and cur-
rently holding an upper-middle-income
country status, Indonesia aims to advance
global collaboration among southern na-
tions. Simultaneously, the country seeks to
strengthen cooperation with Northern coun-
tries, propelling both forms of collaboration
to a higher level. As part of the commitment
made during the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Conference of the Parties 21 (COP 21) held

in 2019, on a global scale, Indonesia is ded-
icated to persistently encouraging developed
nations to play a more active role in address-
ing climate change. This commitment goes
beyond merely reducing emissions; it focuses
on providing funding for predictable and es-
calating initiatives in mitigation and adapta-
tion to climate change in developing coun-
tries. Indonesia aims to foster the exchange
of best practices and encourage South-South
cooperation in climate change mitigation
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Indonesia,
2019).

As an illustration, Southern cooper-
ation on climate technologies has occurred,
involving partnerships such as Cuba and the
Caribbean Islands, Samoa and China, and
India collaborating with Indonesia and South
Africa (UNFCCC and UNOSSC, 2018). An-
other example is that Indonesia has actively
pursued SSC, focusing on the Pacific Islands
countries, providing technical assistance to
address challenges related to extreme weath-
er and climate threats. Under this framework,
various programs, particularly in disaster risk
reduction, have been executed. Notably, be-
tween 2014 and 2017, Indonesia conducted
41 training sessions for Fiji as part of the
technical cooperation framework. From July
to August 2017, a training program on the
National Multi-Hazards Early Warning Sys-
tem, emphasizing Geospatial Applications
for Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable
Development, involved participants from six
Pacific countries.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Di-
rectorate of Technical Cooperation was

crucial in disaster risk reduction programs.
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Indonesia facilitated an International Work-
shop on Enhancing South-South Coopera-
tion on Disaster Risk Management, which
included representatives from Fiji and Papua
New Guinea. The workshop aimed to ex-
change ideas and promote collaboration by
sharing Indonesia’s expertise in disaster risk
management and climate change adaptation.
Additionally, the International Workshop on
Disaster Risk Management focused on Stra-
tegic Planning for South-South Cooperation,
formulating the SSC for Disaster Risk Re-
duction Strategic Plan for 2009-2011. These
efforts highlight Indonesia’s commitment to
fostering regional cooperation and building
disaster resilience capacity in the Pacific re-

gion.

5. Possible Framework for Indonesia’s
CCSSC within the Indo-Pacific

a. Possible Key Areas of Expertise for Indo-
nesia to Prioritize as the Focus for CCSSC
Target

Indonesia’s initial NDC, submitted in
2016, targets an emission reduction of 29%
conditional and 41% unconditional with in-
ternational assistance. With international as-
sistance, Indonesia submitted another NDC
and raised its target to 31.89% and 43,20%.
This adjustment was based on the 26th Unit-
ed Nations Climate Change Conference
COP-26 in 2022. The Enhanced NDC doc-
ument includes revisions to diverse national
policies addressing climate change, aligning
with the directive from the COP-26 decision
last year. This decision urged each country to
elevate their NDC targets, aiming to curb the

global temperature increase to no more than

1.5 degrees Celsius (Triferna, P, 2022).

Climate change presents significant
risks for Indonesia’s natural resources that
will, in turn, impact food, water, and ener-
gy production and distribution. Therefore,
the Indonesian government considers cli-
mate adaptation and mitigation efforts an
integrated concept essential for building re-
silience in safeguarding food, water, and en-
ergy resources. The Indonesian government
has made significant efforts towards devel-
oping and implementing a National Action
Plan on Climate Change Adaptation, which
provides a framework for adaptation initia-
tives that have been mainstreamed into the
National Development Plan.

These core missions are consistent
with the national commitment towards a
low-carbon and climate-resilient develop-
ment path, in which climate change adapta-
tion and mitigation constitute an integrated
and cross-cutting priority of the National
Medium-Term Development Plan (RPJMN)).
Indonesia’s newest NDC focused on the mit-
igation target for forest and land use and
energy sectors, which account for about
97% of the total commitment. Based on the
2020 newly submitted NDCs, Indonesia’s
mitigation focus is to reduce risks, enhance
adaptive capacity, strengthen resilience, and
reduce vulnerability to climate change in all
development sectors, such as:
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Table 6: Indonesia’s NDC Mitigation

Commitment

Sector Key Program

Ambitious targets for peat land restoration (2 million ha) and degraded
land (12 million ha) rehabilitation by 2030.

Implementation of REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation
and Forest Degradation) National Strategy to achieve NDC targets and
FOLU (Forestry and Other Land Use) Net-Sink 2030.

Submission of Forest Reference Emission Level (FREL) to UNFCCC,
with improvements in the 2nd FREL currently under assessment.

Forestry

Development of clean energy sources as a national policy directive.

Government Regulation (No. 79/2014) on National Energy Policy sets
targets for the primary energy supply mix by 2025 and 2050, including

promoting new and renewable energy.

Presidential Regulation (No. 22/2017) on National Energy Grand Plan
with a target of 23% New Renewable Energy (NRE) in the national

Energy energy mix by 2025

Fossil fuel subsidy reform policy to create fiscal space for renewable
energy projects.

National mandatory biodiesel policy, starting with B20 (20% biodiesel) in
2015 and enhanced to B30 (30% biodiesel) in 2020

Targeting 100% utilization of biodiesel B-40 in 2030.

Implementation of the Battery Electric Vehicle Program for Road
‘Transportation (Presidential Decree No 55/2019).

Q, PR

Mandate for the development and standards of Battery Electric Vehicles
(BEV), aiming for 750,000 units of 4-wheel BEV and 2,450,000 units of]
2-wheel BEV by 2030.

Mobility

A comprehensive waste strategy incl policy and

institutional capacity improvement, landfill waste reduction, and waste

utilization for energy production.

Commitment to reduce emissions from the waste management sector
through policy development, institutional strengthening, financial

h

mec i technology innovation, and socio-cultural approaches.

Presidential Decree (No. 97/2017) on National Policy and Strategy on
Waste Solid Waste Manag and P ial Regulation (No. 35/2018) on
Management [Acceleration of Construction of Thermal Generation Facilities for

Converting Waste into Electricity Energy with Environmental Sound
Technology.

Mitigation actions in industrial solid waste handling include composting,

reusing raw materials, and using energy.

ion of treatment in various industries, such as

palm oil, pulp and paper, fruits/vegetables, and juices processing, with a

focus on methane capture and utilization (biogas)

Source: Indonesia Enhanced NDC (2020)
Climate change substantially risks In-
donesia’s natural resources, impacting food,
water, and energy production and distribu-
tion. With a growing population, the strain
on already limited resources intensifies. Vul-

asset accumulation and driving them deeper
into poverty. The resulting socio-economic
disparity may contribute to political insta-
bility in regions most affected by climate
change. Recognizing the importance of envi-
ronmental services, Indonesia emphasizes its
adaptation efforts, focusing on economic re-
silience, social and livelihood resilience, and
ecosystems and landscape resilience while
focusing on priority fields such as food, wa-
ter, energy, health, and ecosystems through
programs such as:

Table 7: Indonesia’s NDC Adaptation

Commitment

Focus Key program Sector
Economic Sustainable agriculture and plantation food &
Resilience Ecosystem

Integrated watershed management water &
Ecosystem
Reduction of deforestation and forest Ecosystem
degradation
Land Conservation Water &
Ecosystem
Utilization of degraded land for renewable Energy &
energy Ecosystem
improved energy efficiency and consumption Energy
pattern
Social and Enhancement of adaptive capacity Disaster
livelihood
- Development of community capacity and Ecosystem &
resilience L . ;
participation in local planning processes to Disaster
secure access to key natural resources;
Ramping up disaster preparedness programs for Disaster
natural disaster risk reduction
Identification of highly vulnerable areas in local Ecosystem &
spatial and land use planning efforts Disaster
Improvement of human settlement, provision of Health,
basic services, and climate-resilient Ecosystems,

infrastructure development Disaster, Water

Conflict prevention and resolution Disaster
nerable populations, especially those below | Ecosystem Social Forestry Ecosystem
the poverty line, bear the brunt of climate m:':;pe Coastal zone protection Ecosystem,
change-induced natural disasters, hindering | Resilience Dt
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Ecosystem conservation and restoration Ecosystem,

Water

Water,

Ecosystem,

Integrated watershed management

Disaster

Climate resilient cities Ecosystem,

disaster, energy

Source: Indonesia enhanced NDC (2020)

Table 8: Indonesia’s NDC achievement
rank

Category Score|Rank| Overall Rating
GHG Emissions
L 20.97( 38 Low
(40% weighting)
Renewable Energy )
L 11.09] 12 High
(20% weighting)
Energy Use )
L 13.16( 29 Medium
(20% weighting)
Climate Policy
o 9.37| 27 Medium
(20% weighting
Overall Rating 54.59

Source: Climate Change Performance Index
(2023)

Indonesia earns a high score in the
Renewable Energy category, medium in
Energy Use and Climate Policy, and low in
GHG Emissions. Indonesia aims to diver-
sify its electricity demand by enhancing its
renewable energy presence. It stipulates that
by 2025, Renewable energy shall make up
23% of the primary energy mix, up from 8%
today. The policy focuses on hydro and geo-
thermal resources, with solar and wind pow-
er already taking their course. With the grow-
ing investment from countries such as China,
South Korea, Japan, Indonesia is slowly
building its capacity within the renewables

sector. Moreover, a new forestry and other
land use target aims to achieve net carbon se-
questration through the forestry and land use
sector by 2030.

Indonesia has also been advancing
within the electric vehicle transition agenda.
Indonesia is positioning itself as a crucial
player in the electric vehicle (EV) sector, aim-
ing to become a central hub within the EV
supply chain. As the largest automotive mar-
ket in Southeast Asia and the second-largest
production center in the region, surpassed
only by Thailand, the country recognizes the
strategic importance of capitalizing on its
automotive industry prowess. With a strong
focus on becoming an influential player in
the EV market, Indonesia is likely to lever-
age its existing automotive infrastructure
and manufacturing capabilities. This strate-
gic move aligns with the global trend toward
sustainable transportation and underscores
Indonesia’s aspiration to play a significant
role in shaping the future of the EV industry.
As Indonesia strives to enhance its position
within the EV supply chain, this commit-
ment is anticipated to stimulate both domes-
tic and international interest and investment
in Indonesia’s evolving electric vehicle sector
(ASEAN Briefing, 2023).
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b. Possible Key Areas to focus on CCSSC

based on target countries NDC targets

Table 9: Pacific Ocean’s NDC Target Sum-
mary

No| Countries Source of Funding Mitigation Adaptation
1 Papua | 100% dependent on external | - Reduce emissions - Agriculture
New funding. from electricity - Health
Guinea generation - Transport
- 100% renewable - Infrastructure
energy by 2030,
contingent on funding
made available
- By 2030, reduction in
annual emissions from
deforestation of 10,000
gigatons CO2
equivalent compared to
2015
2 [Republic of| 1/3 Internal 2/3 external - Reduce emissions - Agriculture
Fiji from electricity Infrastructure
generation (30 percent) - Health
and transport (40 -Land and
percent) by 2030 marine
ecosystems
3| Solomon | International assistanceis | -Reduce emissions by -Disaster
Island needed to accelerate the 14 percent (by 2025) | Management
transition and 33 percent (by -Information
2030). With Management
appropriate -Land and
international assistance, Mariner
emissions can be Ecosystems
reduced by more than - Waste
50% by 2050 Management
-Infrastructure
“Tourism
4 |Republic of| The proposed interventions | - Transition to nearly | - Agriculture
Vanuatu would need substantial 100 percent renewable - Water
external funding of around | energy in the electricity|  resources
US$180 million to proceed sector by 2030 - Disaster
when needed. In addition, - By 2030, management
substantial technology improvement of (L&D)
transfer would be required, | efficiency (10 percent)
including institutional in the transport sector
support and training. (land and marine)
5| Kiribati Heavily dependent on - Reduce emissions by | - Agriculture
external funding 13.7 percent by 2025 | - Governance
from energy generation| - Infrastructure
- Health
- Planting mangroves to| - Land and
act as carbon sinks marine
ecosystems
- Education
- Disaster
management
6 | Republic of] N/A - 45 Percent reduction National
Marshall in emissions from Adaptation
Islands transport by 2030 - 40 | Plan (NAP) to
percent reductionin | be published
emissions from
shipping by 2030

Samoa | The target is conditional on | - Reduce greenhouse -Land and
Samoa receiving external | gas (GHG) emissions Marine
assistance to maintain the | in the energy sector by | Ecosystems
contribution of renewable 30 percent in 2030
sources at 100% through - Reduce GHG

2025, Assistance required to | emissions in the waste
reach this target includes | sector by 4 percent in
human, technological, and 2030
financial resources, - Reduce GHG
emissions in
agriculture, forestry,
and other land use by
26 percent in 2030
8| Tonga Highly Dependent on - Reduce emissions | - Agriculture -
International assistance | from the energy sector Land and
by 13 percent by 2030 marine
ccosystems
- Coastal
habitats and
fisheries

Source: USAID Climate Risk Analysis for Pacific
Island Countries (2022) & Regional Pacific NDC
Hub (2023), compiled by Author

Many countries depend heavily on
international assistance as they strive to
achieve their NDC targets in the global effort
to combat climate change. This dependence
is especially pronounced in their mitigation
endeavors, where a significant emphasis is
placed on addressing urgent challenges with-
in the energy sector, specifically electricity,
and transportation. These nations recognize
the critical role that international support
plays in helping them transition to sustain-
able and low-carbon energy systems, which
1s essential for meeting their NDC goals.
Many of these countries concentrate their ef-
forts on the agriculture and forestry sectors
within the adaptation domain. Acknowl-
edging these sectors’ vulnerability to climate
change impacts, there is a shared recognition
of the need for international assistance to

implement adaptive strategies.
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The anticipated assistance goes be-
yond financial support and extends to cru-
cial aspects such as technical assistance,
technology transfer, institutional support,
and training. The interconnected nature of
these dependencies underscores the collabo-
rative approach required to comprehensively
address climate change challenges and suc-
cessfully meet the ambitious targets outlined
in their NDCs. Acknowledging their reliance
on external support reflects a shared com-
mitment to a collective and cooperative ap-
proach in the face of a global environmental
crisis. Indonesia and the Pacific Islands share
many similarities, such as archipelagic geog-
raphy, rich marine biodiversity, and reliance
on agriculture, all considered vulnerable to
climate change; joining hands could create
more.

Drawing upon Indonesia’s NDCs
and its commendable achievements to date,
and aligning them with the NDC targets of
Pacific Island countries, Indonesia stands as
a guiding beacon for the future development
of climate change efforts in areas such as:

Mitigation Focus
* Energy Transition
The Pacific Islands need more do-
mestic fossil fuel supplies, resulting
in approximately 80% of the region’s
energy being imported in 2017, main-
ly diesel (Pacific Community, 2021).
Establishing new renewable ener-
gy alternatives is crucial to address
this dependency and diversify ener-
gy sources. Indonesia is a model for
advocating for energy transition and

enhancing related policies to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions success-
fully. The transition towards cleaner
energy sources is evident in various
initiatives, including the mainstream-
ing of co-firing for coal plants, the
widespread adoption of solar panels
and New and Renewable Energies
(NREs), the dieselization of PLTD
(Power Plant with Diesel Fuel), and
the implementation of smart grids.
These efforts collectively signify a
strategic move towards more environ-
mentally friendly and efficient power
generation methods (International
Energy Agency, 2022). Reinforcing
this commitment are established reg-
ulations, such as Presidential Regu-
lation No. 112/2022 on Acceleration
of the Development of Renewable
Energy for the Supply of Electrical
Power underscores the government’s
determination to accelerate the de-
velopment of renewable energy for
electricity provision, marking a sig-
nificant step in the ongoing energy
transition. This transition aligns with
environmental goals and opens ave-
nues for potential investments, stim-
ulates new businesses, and increases
revenue through reduced reliance on
imported fuels within the energy sec-
tor (PWC Indonesia, 2023).

Future Mobility

Indonesia is actively pursuing its
green mobility and energy transition
goals, focusing on the shift to electric
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vehicles (EVs). The government of-
fers incentives, allocates funds for EV
support, and sets ambitious EV infra-
structure and down-streaming targets.
Highlighting how this transition is an
evolving market that presents lucra-
tive opportunities, fostering innova-
tion and economic growth through
generating revenue for startups and
attracting investments (Cyrill, 2023).
Considering that Indonesia and Pacif-
ic Island countries share similar archi-
pelagic layouts, focusing on spreading
EV infrastructures and public trans-
portation could be a valuable guide.

Adaptation Focus

Climate Resilient Infrastructure

Pacific Island countries in-
clude some countries that are highly
prone to natural disasters; due to the
exacerbation of climate change, the
effects of that natural disaster are
bound to worsen. Rising sea levels
and strong wave action contribute to
significant coastal erosion, one situ-
ation exacerbated by climate change.
Coastal areas are exposed to perma-
nent inundation, high tides, and land
subsidence, affecting settlements, rice
fields, ponds, and harbors/airports.
Water resources are also put at risk
through the potential salinization of
coastal surface and groundwater re-
sources. Sea-level rise is also a major
threat to other forms of natural disas-
ters, particularly cyclones, as it exac-
erbates impacts.

Indonesia’s assistance to sev-
eral Pacific islands ranging from
2017-2022 was diversified, but a large
portion of it was focused on human-
itarian assistance in rehabilitating
infrastructure. Indonesia could navi-
gate projects toward technological ex-
change by creating more resilient in-
frastructure that could withstand the
impacts of natural disasters to some

degree.

Agriculture and Food Security

Indonesia has recognized the impor-
tance of the agriculture industries to
countries in the Pacific island and has
previously given a grant in the form
of a hand tractor to Fiji. Indonesia
should further emphasize this impor-
tance by focusing on climate-smart

agriculture.

Summary
1. Regarding frameworks, and nation-

al strategies that Indonesia has im-
plemented towards the Indo-Pacific
to address climate action within the
context of South-South Cooperation

Country Priority & National In-
terest: The strategic focus on Asia,
particularly the South Pacific region,
remains a top priority for Indonesia,
driven by compelling national inter-
ests. From the security side, this pri-
ority is underscored by the imperative
to address and mitigate instability
within the region, notably concern-
ing the longstanding issue of Papuan
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separatism. The South Pacific holds
significance in this context as it is rec-
ognized as a supporter of the Papuan
separatist movement, making diplo-
matic engagement and influence in
the region crucial for Indonesia’s na-
tional stability. Demographically, the
South Pacific region holds added im-
portance due to the presence of sever-
al ethnicities from Eastern Indonesia,
creating cultural and historical ties
that further underscore the intercon-
nectedness between Indonesia and
the South Pacific.

This demographic connection
enhances Indonesia’s interest in fos-
tering diplomatic, economic, and so-
cial ties within the region, recognizing
the potential for shared perspectives
and collaborative initiatives. Utilizing
soft diplomacy through their grant
activities, the Indonesian government
aims to create a better image of Indo-

nesia.

Climate Action: Additionally, Cli-
mate change threatens national secu-
rity, economy, and well-being, impact-
ing agriculture, water resources, and
infrastructure which is also another
National Interest for both countries.
Indonesia has made Climate Change
one of its priorities, cementing it with-
in its National Development plans
and realizing it through its develop-
ment strategy, general policies, and
strategic priority projects. Indonesia
is committed to achieving its NDCs.

It is seen in their recent advancement
in transitioning to renewable energy,
exemplified by its rapid electric vehi-
cle and infrastructure improvement.
Pacific island countries with similar
geographical ties showcased how In-
donesia could assist with its climate
adaptation efforts. This consideration
presents a promising avenue for fu-
ture collaboration through CCSSC.

However, on a larger scale,
CCSSC usually stays within the tech-
nological exchange; this kind of proj-
ect would significantly need more
funding than other projects.

This obstacle led the Indone-
sian government to opt for utilizing
SSTC instead of seeking funding and
additional expertise from the North.
Therefore, to diversify future projects,
funding schemes should be explored
to support each project’s enhance-
ment and scale, whether it be from
domestic private sectors, other coun-
tries’ development agencies, multi-
lateral development financing insti-
tutions, or any other International

organizations.

. Regarding opportunities that exist

for Indonesia to further enhance its
role and impact in the field of South-
South Cooperation for climate ad-
aptation and mitigation

Indonesia should prioritize re-
gional priorities and multi-year proj-
ects based on each targeted country’s
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NDCs and enhance multi-stakehold-
er roles. Indonesia has made Climate
Change one of its priorities, cement-
ing it within its National Develop-
ment plans and realizing it through
its development strategy, general pol-
icies, and priority projects. Indonesia
is committed to achieving its NDCs.
It is seen in their recent advancement
in transitioning to renewable energy,
exemplified by its rapid electric ve-
hicle and climate-resilient infrastruc-
ture improvement.

Indonesia’s development of
several technologies crucial for cli-
mate change mitigation has been
off the charts, namely in renewable
energy transition and future mobil-
ity, such as EVs and infrastructure.
Pacific island countries with similar
geographical ties showcased how In-
donesia could assist with its climate
adaptation efforts. This consideration
presents a promising avenue for future
collaboration through South-South
Cooperation. By leveraging previous
experiences and expertise, Indone-
sia has become a valuable source of
knowledge for other nations seeking
to embark on similar paths.

Through CCSSC, Indonesia
has the potential to share valuable in-
sights, best practices, and technolog-
ical innovations, fostering a collabo-
rative environment where countries
in the Global South can collectively
work towards achieving their climate

change goals. Indonesia could match

this expertise with other countries’
ongoing NDCs to, develop more lu-
crative and beneficial projects in the
future
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